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>From ???@??? Wed Oct 07 16:24:02 1998 

Message-Id: <199810071712 .MAAQ2903@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 12:11:23 CDT 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2249 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2249 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) RE: Re. So Long Hamfests 

by Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 
2) Valiant question 

by "Hubbard, Al" <ADH@mv.catalytica-inc.com> 
3) Re: Valiant question 

by "Carl Yaffey" <cyaffey@columbus.rr.com> 
4) WTB RME 45 nameplates 

by "Jack C. Shutt" <n9gt@fortwayne.infi.net> 
5) Heath schematic needed 

by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin. aurora. edu> 
6) Re: Re. So Long Hamfests 

by Kevin Pease <hamradio@mm1001.theporch.com> 
7) BCB Antenna coil for a National NC-183D 

by Thomas Jardine <thosly@enter.net> 
8) Re: Meter Face Scratch's 

by sbrovas <sbrovas@tir.com> 
9) RE: Dying Hamfests? 

by Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 
10) Hamfest and computer threads.... 

by listown@jackatak.theporch.com (List Admin/Owner Radio Mail Lists) 
11) Hamfests 

by hikrbikr@erols.com 
12) RE: Dying Hamfests? 

by "Joseph W. Pinner" <kc5ijd@sprintmail .com> 
13) RE: Dying Hamfests? 

by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
14) FS Hallicrafters 

by "James D. Mayfield" <kb9bnr@revealed.net> 
15) hamfestering 

by Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 
16) FS: Collins MP-1 12V P.S. and 351-D-2 Mobile Mount 

by JONWEINER@aol.com 
17) B+ Supply for BA Portables 

by "David L. Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
18) 'Fests & The Fall of Civilization 

by Don <71333.144@compuserve.com> 
19) Re: B+ Supply for BA Portables 


by "Mike B. Feher" <n4fs@monmouth.com> 
20) Johnson 500 questions 
by Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 
21) FS:EV 621H MIC 
by K3DPJ <morry@ix.netcom.com> 
22) HELP -VFO 
by Bob Reynolds <breynold@sigg.com> 
23) RE: Dying Hamfests? 
by Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 


Message-ID: <01BDF150.6519A8A0@esieb. gmsiworld. com> 

From: Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: "boatanchors@theporch.com" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Re. So Long Hamfests 

Date: Tue, 6 Oct 1998 17:40:18 -0400 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Tom, W9ILBB makes some cogent and important comments. 

I recall one computer debris seller who had piles of old decrepit mother boards, 
5-1/4" lo-density 

drives, all kinds of obsolete and defunct trash. I asked him what he though anyone 
could possibly 

do with such garbage, and his response was "well, you can take the parts of the 
boards, man, 

they're really good parts!" 


I guess these guys figure that since there is at least one transistor in the 
thing, it qualifies as 
electronic, and obviously, we'd be interested! 


Now, old TV's as Bill mentions is another thing. But I suspect that dragging an 
old carcass of 

some long-defunct TV would be too obvious a ploy to dump it on the unsuspecting. 
Unfortunately, 

today's old TV's’ belong on the curb-side on garbage day. 


When I start seeing old TV's on the tables, I'll know that these so-called 
hamfests are past the 
point of any realistic chance of rehabilitation! 


Ed, VA3ES 


Message-ID: <47A68B8B9C41D1119B8700A0C949AE8B4712B5@hq> 


From: "Hubbard, Al" <ADH@mv.catalytica-inc.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Valiant question 

Date: Tue, 6 Oct 1998 15:22:43 -0700 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain 


I just acquired a nice Valiant and am coming up the learning curve. The 
owners manual indicates that the Oscillator current should read 
approximately 24ma -- mine reads 46ma which nearly pins the meter. Any 
suggestions as to where to start? I am guessing an out-of-tolerance 
resistor but I am not so sure as a full scale meter reading on the Valiant 
(bottom scale) reads 25ma. However the manual say to double the reading on 
the bottom scale which gives the 46ma reading versus the desired 24ma. 


Am I just a little dense or is there a problem here. The other current 
readings (buffer, grid, and plate) in the standby mode check out ok and I am 
reluctant to tune the old beast up until I understand what is going on here. 


Thanks and 73's 
Al Hubbard, WAOPGC 


Message-ID: <Q2aa01bdf£17c$e20ec760$b8e9d2cc@300.columbus.rr.com> 
From: "Carl Yaffey" <cyaffey@columbus.rr.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Valiant question 
Date: Tue, 6 Oct 1998 18:58:50 -0400 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


>I just acquired a nice Valiant and am coming up the learning curve. The 
>owners manual indicates that the Oscillator current should read 
>approximately 24ma -- mine reads 46ma which nearly pins the meter 


Check the meter shunt. 


Carl Yaffey; cyaffey@columbus.rr.com, 614 268 6353, Columbus OH, K8NU 
(ex-W4EZB) 


Yaffey Software Development, Inc., "bimusical" Banjo player for One Riot One 
Ranger. 

[aN ; ae 
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Message-ID: <361AF6CF.1C5D@fortwayne.infi.net> 
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 00:06:23 -0500 

From: "Jack C. Shutt" <n9gt@fortwayne.infi.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: WTB RME 45 nameplates 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hello anchor fans: 


Does anyone have a basket case RME 45 that still has decent looking 
front panel name plates? There are three plates, one for the meter, one 
for the selectivity controls and one long one for the rest of the 
controls. I have an RME 45 that someone "re-did" and they (shudder) 
replaced the lettering with decals. There was an RME 45 recently listed 
for parting out, but I missed out on that one. 


Thanks and 73, Jack, N9GT 


Date: Tue, 6 Oct 1998 19:12:51 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Heath schematic needed 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.96.981006191220 .812E-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Annyone got a schematic for a Heath HWA 5400-1 supply? 


"Nostalgia is a thing of the past" 
E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


Date: Tue, 6 Oct 1998 19:58:27 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Kevin Pease <hamradio@mm1001.theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Re: Re. So Long Hamfests 

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.3.96.981006195607 .29765B-100000@mm1001.theporch. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


On Mon, 5 Oct 1998, Thomas A. Adams wrote: 


> 

> One recommendation; to cut down on the dealers, implement one of two 

> strategies; either limit the number of spaces they can buy (say, a max of 3 
> tables), or allow them to buy as many as they want, but allow NO MORE THAT 
> 


Tom, how about letting the delars in wit a 15 percent (or pick your 
favorite number) off the top fee for all sales at the hamfest. That would 
scare them off and bring more money for the club putting on the fest. Kind 
of a comerial surcharge. 


Kevin Pease 
WBOJIZG 
Mount Juliet, TN. 


Message-ID: <361ABE18.5DO0B3480@enter.net> 

Date: Tue, 06 Oct 1998 21:04:25 -0400 

From: Thomas Jardine <thosly@enter.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: BCB Antenna coil for a National NC-183D 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Does anyone have a broadcast band antenna coil (L-5 on schematic) for a 
National NC-183D or a defunct receiver for parts? 


Tom Jardine 


Message-ID: <361A9E58.419E@tir. com> 

Date: Tue, 06 Oct 1998 18:48:56 -0400 

From: sbrovas <sbrovas@tir.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Meter Face Scratch's 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Ed And John, 
Here is a tip on some plastic polish which works great.... 


Novus plastic polish 1 (cleans, shines and protects) Finish coat 


Novus plastic 2 (removes fine scratches) Good for initial rub with a 
soft tee shirt. 


A wattmeter I had showed a deep scratch which I hadn't noticed til 
someone pointed it out. The scratch was about 1/4 " long (didn't have 
my reading glasses on...) Anyway, 3 minutes work and the meter face 
plate was like new... Actually, perfect, even with reading glasses 
on... 


This stuff is marketed in hardware stores as a plexiglass cleaner. 
Don't forget to wash the tee shirt prior to reuse..... hihi 
73's de Bill, WA1APX/8 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 
Subject: RE: Dying Hamfests? 

Message-Id: <19981007031247 .HCHR27526@LOCALNAME> 
Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 03:12:47 +0000 


You guys with even halfway decent hamfests are lucky. There isn't 
hardly any hamfest in the New Orleans (Southern Louisiana/Mississippi) 
area that is worth going to anymore. Once in a while you find a gem, but 
you have to get there very early. Rarely do I stay at a fest more than 2 hours 
any more. That's how "slim" the pickings are here. Add to it the insult of 
having to "pay" to get in. Not so bad if you find a bargain, but having to pay 
and finding NOTHING hurts! 

There does seem to be an awful proliferation of computer stuff and 
"crafts" stuff at hamfests. Seems like someone at one of them was even 
trading/selling "Beanie Babies"...... Jeeesh! 

Here in this area the "tax" man has put a huge damper on the hamfests 
and also some places want you to buy an "occupational license" to sell 
anything! We actually haven't had a hamfest in the immediate New Orleans area 
in a couple of years. 

It's a pretty sad state of affairs. Hopefully, most of the "old 
timers" will 
leave word not to clean out those useless looking parts and deposit them in the 
dumpster! They ain't making a lot of this stuff anymore, and probably won't 
ever again. Most of the up and coming Electrical Engineers don't know 
which end of the soldering iron gets hot! Many of the computer and 
electronic technicians don't either as many of them are just "board 
changers". A few 
appreciate the old gear that was made of bits and pieces, most of which can 
be recycled. (Unlike most obsolete computer parts!) 


Hamfests used to be 2 day affairs, sometimes 2-1/2 day affairs, but now 
you are lucky if they are 1 days ones. Most I have been to in the last 2 
years have been 2-4 hour affairs...... or less. 
73, 
Sandy W5TVW 


Message-Id: <199810070335.WAA10340@jackatak.theporch. com> 

From: listown@jackatak.theporch.com (List Admin/Owner Radio Mail Lists) 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Hamfest and computer threads.... 

Date: Tue, 6 Oct 1998 22:35:20 -0500 (CDT) 


Gang- 


Enough is enough.... 
hopefully everyone has vented their spleen over what is wrong with 
hamfests... some two or more times, and with LOTS of over quoting... 


How about we all take a deep breath... remember this is a hobby... and 
relax a bit... not every post deserves an answer or a "me, too" 


Let a few go by without comment and see if you can... it's good for 
you, ESPECIALLY when the subject matter is kinda WAY OFF TOPIC! 


I'm gonna be gone for a few days... I'll be looking in, but I'd really 
like to have the peaceful time I have been looking forward to... 
should someone choose to disrupt my pleasant demeanor while I am 
peering in through a misconfiigured laptop, I just might vent all my 
Bill Gates-directed anger and angst at the disruptor... 


Ya'll play nice together ;%) 


73 
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 
listown@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


"Il n'y a que les idiots qui ne changent jamais d'idee" 


From: hikrbikr@erols.com 

Message-ID: <361AA757.2232@erols.com> 

Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 00:27:19 +0100 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Hamfests 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Ahoy! I vote with Nick England and Avery Comarow. Hamfests are still 
fun. We have a lot of ‘em in the National Capitol area and I can't 
think of any that I wasn't glad I went to in recent years. I even went 
to a teeny tiny one in Seguin TX on 26 Sep that was great fun. I spent 
a lot of time in a really dirty nasty ol' box that some OT brought and 
came home with a Collins 51S-1. 


At Vienna (VA), we have a variety of vendors (including a few computer 
dealers) and small sellers at tables indoors. We also sell the limited 
number of spaces we have in our parking lot and in front of the 
community center, but since that's all public area, tailgate shoppers 
don't have to buy tickets. We love it when we get lots of hams cleaning 
out their basements and closets with nasty boxes of wonderful junk as 
well as venerable BAs, like the Viking Valiant I staggered to my car 
with last February. But vendors are important to us, too, and there 
seem to be no lack of hams and their friends who buy their stuff. 


Managing even a little hamfest like Vienna is a big job and we don't 
have that many volunteers to make the arrangements, talk to vendors, 
handle reservations, coordinate with police, rent tables and chairs, 
advertise, etc. Vendors like Mrs. Patrick, for example, brings 
thousands of tubes from West Virginia and one of them was the rare 1232 
I needed for my XYL's big console Zenith. Larry Councilman drives his 
huge collection of hard-to-find connectors, lugs, resistors, capacitors, 
and the like up from North Carolina. I always need something he's got. 
We're happy to have these folks and the ones I've talked to say they do 
pretty well, especially if the weather is bad. Go figure! 


On 28 Feb 1999, Vienna's hamfest will be at the campus of Northern 
Virginia Community College in Annandale VA, just off the Capitol 
Beltway. We'll have plenty of space for both vendors and all the hams 
whose cabin fever drives them out into the cold for some hamfest fun. 
We'll figure out the management somehow (we started early this year - in 
October!) and you chaps bring your BAs and boxes of lovely radio junk. 
Come to have fun and I'll bet you will. 


73, Mike Steussy AE4R 


Message-Id: <199810071231.FAA25794@crow.prod.itd.earthlink.net> 
Subject: RE: Dying Hamfests? 

Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 07:33:06 -0500 

From: "Joseph W. Pinner" <kc5ijd@sprintmail .com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 


> You guys with even halfway decent hamfests are lucky. There isn't 


>hardly any hamfest in the New Orleans (Southern Louisiana/Mississippi) 

>area that is worth going to anymore. Once in a while you find a gem, but 
>you have to get there very early. Rarely do I stay at a fest more than 2 
>hours 

>any more. That's how "slim" the pickings are here. Add to it the insult of 
>having to "pay" to get in. Not so bad if you find a bargain, but having 

>to pay 

>and finding NOTHING hurts! 


Oh how I must agree with Sandy about hamfests and South Louisiana, though 
we do have some nice smaller ones - Hammond and Lake Charles, to name 
two. But I find myself staying only a couple of hours at the 'big' ones - 
Baton Rouge and Lafayette. They had not offered too much the last several 
years. The other side is that I don't remember going to one at which I 
have not brought something of value home - even Lafayette last year added 
two WWII mil manuals to my library plus some misc small items to the junk 
box. 


But my most enjoyable time recently was in Asheville, NC. Was able to see 
Jon Weiner again and picked up some real useful items - some tubes I 
needed, hundreds of 0.01 mf 3 Kv disk caps (still have not counted them), 
a hundred or so other disk caps including quite a few dual 0.047 600V 
ones, quite a few two watt resistors, a set of BC-604 crystals and a 
bunch of FT-243s, etc. It was a great fest - with lots of old boxes and 
tailgaters, and fine folks. 


73 
73 


Joseph W Pinner 

Lafayette, LA 

KC5IID 

EMail: kc5ijd@sprintmail.com 


Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 08:31:10 -0400 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
Message-Id: <199810071231.IAA28163@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Dying Hamfests? 


<html><title>if this's @ the top, change reader settings</title><pre> 


Has anyone considered that hamfest committees are largely becoming a retreat 
for lower-management-retiree innactive hams? 


Hamfests reflect that & the spirit of this hobby everywhere. 


I have sound supporting data this having successfully moved & 
marketed a 'regional anchor' event into a huge old warehouse with 
attached covered tailgating garage. 


Just write me re 65-yr-olds reminiscing lotus 1-2-3 pie chart o'heads 
displaying completely disunderstood datax. Or doing the ARRL thing 

& sending circulars to the area-limited entire ham community when 95% of the 
fest attendance is xtras (class As) & recent upgrades. That 95% is barely 

% of the ham population. 


Or ask a vendor what's the profile of a effective hamfest chairman? 
He, yes he, loves hamfests. The crowd I'm slurring only goes to theirs. 


The PC-aware (no intel there) desire to make 'em carpeted trade shows 
is a big factor. Junk boxes are anethma... ‘cause, of course, their 
techo-know largely ends with fuses. 


Ask me. 
Marty 


xmx elitist says that's why they never struggled beyond lower mgmt. 


</pre></html> 


Message-Id: <3.0.32.19981007073434.006bee50@revealed.net> 
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 07:34:42 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "James D. Mayfield" <kb9bnr@revealed.net> 

Subject: FS Hallicrafters 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Guys, a local here in Moline, has brought to me several very sweet 
hallicrafters receivers that he would like to sell. You can see them on my 


web site, and I will be happy to answer any questions you might have. 


http: //home.revealed.net/qste/sale 


KKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKK 
J. Dave Mayfield KB9BNR 


http: //home. revealed.net/qste/bnr/kb9bnr. html 
kb9bnr@revealed.net 
http: //home.revealed.net/qste/sale 


Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 09:23:41 -0400 (EDT) 

From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 

Message-Id: <199810071323.JAA09118@altair.cs.unc.edu> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: hamfestering 


OK, here's a suggestion for you folks in hamfest-deprived areas: 


Do it yourself! Honestly, wouldn't a small low-key BA-only swapmeet be just 
as much fun as a big one full of dealers and computers ? 


Secret #1 - Get together with the local antique radio collectors to 
achieve some critical mass. You get rid of that old Zenith in your 
basement and they'll get rid of those old B&W plug-in coils cluttering 
up theirs. Aren't you all AWA members? Is there a local chapter ? 
Advertise it as an antique radio swapmeet - computer dealers won't be 
interested. 


Secret #2 - Keep it Simple! Tailgate only - 9-12 Saturday AM. 

Around here, there have been a series of very enjoyable small, low-key, 
Saturday morning meets. In the parking lot of an antiques 

mall, at the farmer's market, at the picnic shelter 

at the train museum. Look around, you CAN find a space for free - 
somebody you know can get access to a parking lot somewhere. All 

you need is a small parking lot - cover is nice but not necessary. 


Secret #3 - Keep it cheap! one group just charged for the stamps and 
envelopes needed to tell you about the next event. But $2 can cover your 
expenses. Send in info to local ham and radio club newsletters, use the 
internet for e-mail notices. 


Secret #4 - Don't wait for someone else to do it for you and don't let 
other people depend on you to do it for them. RECRUIT ! Tell everyone 
that you'll be in charge of this one, but someone else has to do the next 
one. 


Yeah, yeah, I know, advice is cheap and your circumstances are special, etc. 
But you don't wait for someone else to come along and fix that 

HT-32B on your bench, do you No! - you do it yourself. So give it 

a try - start talking to some pals about a BA-only swapmeet. And let us 

all know how it goes. 


(Sheesh, I'm starting to sound like W2NSD here, ain't I?) 


73 & Have Fun, 
Nick England KDACPL nick@cs.unc.edu Univ. Of North Carolina 
http: //www.cs.unc.edu/~nick/hobbies. html Chapel Hill NC 


From: JONWEINER@aol.com 

Message-ID: <e02f£18de.361b71b6@aol . com> 

Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 09:50:46 EDT 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: FS: Collins MP-1 12V P.S. and 351-D-2 Mobile Mount 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


I am selling a Collins MP-1 12V power supply for tjhe KWM-2, and a 351-D-2 
mobile mount for the KWM-2. Both are in good condition. All the sockets on the 
mobile mount are very good and it is complete with two cables. The power 
supply is also in good conditon and came out of service. I have not used the 
power supply, but it should be in working condition. Price for both items: 
$175., plus $10. shipping. 


Jon, KIVVC 


Message-ID: <361B80CB.289F@ix.netcom.com> 
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 09:55:07 -0500 

From: "David L. Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: B+ Supply for BA Portables 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I'm working on a design for a portable 
high-voltage supply for the BC-611 that's 
smaller and more efficent then the 88MH 
toroid, low freq inverter. 


I want to use two nine-volt transistor batteries 
and discrete components 

in a high-frequency switching 

supply using a VCO and PA stage driving 

a resonant transformer with error voltage 
fed-back to "detune" the VCO and thus 

regulate the output. 


I can't find the formula for 

selecting the proper filter capacitors 
for a particular ripple frequency 

and current requirement. 

Can someone please pass that along? 


Also-- if anyone has tried using 

a VCO and resonant transformer 

with error-voltage controlling 
frequency for regulation, I'd 
appreciate your insights into 

how well it worked. This is all 

on paper right now and it's going 

to be a while before I have any spare 
time to tinker with it. Any experiance 
you have would be helpful. 


TNX ES 73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S 
arc5@ix.netcom.com 


Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 11:20:13 -0400 

From: Don <71333.144@compuserve. com> 

Subject: 'Fests & The Fall of Civilization 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <199810071123_MC2-5BF1-C126@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Disposition: inline 


I get to very few hamfests. There are only 2 good ones around the Western 
PA area each year. This year one of those was a disaster with at least 50% 
of the vendor space unused. I see that ARRL memberhsip is declining. Unless 
my memory is failing, the want ad sections of both ER and ARC are much 
thinner than 2 years ago. I think ER and ARC subscriptions have been on a 
plateau for 2 years or more. The stats that the ARRL publishes seem to say 
that the average age of the ham population, already somewhere in the 50's, 
is aging 1 year with each calendar year that passes. If that continues, 
hamdom as we know it has less than 20 years to live. 


Then look at the prices of old gear. Despite occassional complaints, when I 
go through AWA OTB back issues or ER back issues, I see the same gear being 
sold for the same prices today as was true 10 and 20 years ago. This is not 
only true for boatanchors, it's also true of vintage broadcast radios. Have 
you tried to sell a 3-dial battery set lately? You might expect that they'd 
be getting more valuable with age. Not so--their prices are going the 
opposite direction. 


I'm a pretty optimistic person in most circumstances. But I think the 
future of our hobby is not very bright. There just aren't enough of us. And 
we spend all of our time bickering among ourselves and creating division 
among ourselves over whether or not certain testing requirements should be 
maintained to screen out newcomers. Ridiculous. 


Sadly, I think the decline of the hamfest is a symptom of something much 
more important. But we are too busy defending CW to do anything about it. 
20 years and ticking...it's not a long time. 


73, Don 


Message-ID: <QQacO1bdf£226$6108fd20$2718bfd1@n4fs> 
From: "Mike B. Feher" <n4f£s@monmouth. com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: B+ Supply for BA Portables 
Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 12:12:05 -0700 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Dave - 


This approach makes no sense to me at all. Regardless of what you do you 
will loose energy in the conversion process. The energy density per unit 
volume of a standard 9 volt battery is probably not much different than that 
of the original battery except that the original provided over 10 times the 
voltage. So to get about 100 volts from two 9 volt batteries means you are 
going to demand at least 5 times the current draw ( assuming 100% conversion 
efficiency) meaning the battery will deplete 5 times faster. I think the 
better solution is to use the adapter that utilizes a bunch of 9 volt 
batteries. In the long run you will use a lot less batteries. 


Mike B. Feher, N4FS 
89 Arnold Blvd. 
Howell, NJ, 07731 
732-901-9193 


Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 12:54:15 -0400 (EDT) 

From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 

Message-Id: <199810071654.MAA10173@altair.cs.unc.edu> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Subject: Johnson 500 questions 


I'm bringing up a Johnson 500 xmtr and have a few questions: 


Mine was lacking the modulation xfmr - the fellow gave me a 
Hallicrafters unit (probably from BC-610) and said it would work OK - 
any opinions ? I'll check Peter Dahl and see what a replacement costs. 


My 500 was lacking bottom covers on the RF unit - I made some covers but 
don't know whether the hole for the fan had a screen or not ?? 


What sort of HV interlock is there on the RF unit ? I have made up an 
AC interlock switch but it looks like there used to be some HV shorting 
lever (inside the final compartment) pretty much like the one in 

the power supply ?? 


How long is the HV shorting lever on the power supply ? Does it just 
rest against the cover ? 


My p/s cover has a Johnson rubber foot added to it - maybe to reduce 
vibration by resting against the HV choke ? I energized B+ for the 
first time last night and got lots of vibrating p/s cover noise - is 
this unusual ? 


Anyone got spare covers for the p/s cable connections. Can anyone 
shoot a photo of the back of their RF and p/s units so I know 
what these look like ? I need something to keep spaniel noses 

off the 115 VAC (or worse). 


Any other hints and/or warnings ? 


thanks 

73 & Have Fun, 

Nick England KDACPL nick@cs.unc.edu Univ. O£ North Carolina 
http: //www.cs.unc.edu/~nick/hobbies. html Chapel Hill NC 


Message-ID: <361B9BDO.9555FA90@ix.netcom.com> 
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 12:50:24 -0400 

From: K3DPJ <morry@ix.netcom.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS:EV 621H MIC 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


EV 621H LIKE NEW WITH 4 PAGE INSTUCTION SHEET 


75.00 SHIPPED 
BEST 73 MORRY K3DPJ 


Message-Id: <980ct7.120257cdt.26887@firewall.sigg.com> 
Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 12:07:58 -0500 

From: Bob Reynolds <breynold@sigg.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: HELP -VFO 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain 

Content-Disposition: inline 


I have a Knightkit VFO, the V-44. When it is 
turned on, the RF output voltage is within 
specs, but drops off steadly over a 10 

minute period. If it is left off for several 
hours then turned on the same results are 
observed... All tubes have been tested over 

a time of about 30 minurtes and seem OK, 

The power supply also holds its rated votage 
within specs. I would assume (bad word) a 
cap or resistor is changing value as it heats. 
Any ideas before I rewire it with a "holy 
point" instead of the Knight method ? 


Thanks and 73, Red K5VOL 


Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 11:10:58 -0600 (MDT) 

From: Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 

Subject: RE: Dying Hamfests? 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-id: 
<Pine.PMDF.3.95.981007110648 . 541068968F -100000@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


On Wed, 7 Oct 1998, Sandy W5TVW wrote: 


> There does seem to be an awful proliferation of computer stuff and 
> "crafts" stuff at hamfests. Seems like someone at one of them was even 
> trading/selling "Beanie Babies"...... Jeeesh! 


My wife came to a local fest to pick me up last June, looked around and said, 
"What are all these arts and crafts doing here? They don't belong at a ham 
radio flea market." 


Well said. My wife does crafts and I do radios but she doesn't think I should 
have to wade through cutesy wall plaques to find ham gear any more than 
she should have to beat off the vacuum tube venders at a craft fair. 

Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS 

Athabasca University 

Athabasca, Alberta Canada 

xx richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca xx 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 2249 
KAKKKKKKKKKKKKK KKK KAKI KR KKK 


>From ???@??? Thu Oct 08 00:20:11 1998 

Message-Id: <199810080347 .WAAQ6246@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 22:46:28 CDT 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2250 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2250 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Re: Valiant question 
by W4U0C@aol.com 
2) Re: hamfestering 
by W4U0C@aol.com 
3) RE: Johnson 500 questions 
by Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 
4) Re: HELP -VFO 
by Ed Tanton <n4xy@att.net> 
5) Seeking Drake 1-A 
by Avery Comarow <acomarow@usnews.com> 
6) Tube Input Impedance Needed 
by "Spencer Petri" <spetri@e-tex.com> 
7) QSTs: $175/ Boston Pickup 
by Don <71333.144@compuserve.com> 
8) Regulated power supply lives, needs help. 
by Richard Post <post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu> 
9) Re: B+ Supply for BA Portables 
by Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 
10) Re: Re. So Long Hamfests - not necessarily 
by "William B. Ross" <billross@txdirect.net> 
11) Re: Regulated power supply lives, needs help. 
by Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 
12) Info on National 1-10 RX? 


by David Lee <ddlee@neosoft.com> 
13) Re: B+ Supply for BA Portables 
by "David L. Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
14) Re: Seeking Drake 1-A 
by Avery Comarow <acomarow@USNEWS.COM> 
15) Rochester NH Hosstraders - Far From Dead! 
by "Christopher A. Bowne" <radiobwn@riconnect.com> 
16) Need32S-1 help... 
by greg anders <kg6yv@mindspring.com> 
17) Re[2]: Seeking Drake 1-A 
by Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
18) Re: B+ Supply for BA Portables 
by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 
19) Fun with the Panoramic 
by Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
20) Re: HELP -VFO 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
21) Re: Regulated power supply lives, needs help. 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
22) Re: Info on National 1-10 RX? 
by nielw@ix.netcom.com 
23) RF Directional Coupler History Ques? 
by Mike Maloney <ac5p@ionet.net> 


From: W4U0C@aol.com 

Message-ID: <df£2e54a1.361ba09a@aol.com> 

Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 13:10:50 EDT 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Re: Valiant question 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Al 


I have owned and operated several Valiants... 


Set the grid for about 8 mils. I don't even look at the other such as osc, 
buffer. 
Then put it on plate.... hit the transmit and dip it.... then check grid 


again to make sure it is 6-8 mils. 


then with a good power output meter load it and dip it until you get about 
130-150 watts output. At that point the plate should be about 300-325 mils. 
If it reads much higher than that.... in the 400s I suspect that the shunt has 
increased in value which is a very common problem. That shunt... I think it 


is 2.2 ohms is just a short chunk of nicrom wire. The Fix as documented in 
Electric Radio is to shorten it. I did now and cut about 1/4 inch off the 
shunt wire. 


Of course you can get very scientific and actually read the plate current with 
an external meter and get it exact but that is hardly necessary. 


One last suggestion. If your transmitter still has 866 mercury vapor rect. 
be sure and let them heat up for at least 30 mins the first time you fire it 
up before you hit the transmit switch. 


Good luck 


Tom Koch - W4UOC 


From: W4U0C@aol.com 

Message-ID: <476b35c1.361ba099@aol . com> 

Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 13:10:49 EDT 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Re: hamfestering 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


I agree that many of the hamfests seem to be getting smaller and the emphasis 
on ham radio gear is reduced somewhat! However, I strongly agree with Nick 
that small local hamfests seem to be very effective and enjoyable. 


However, regardless of the size of the hamfest, I appreciate the opportunity 
to meet (eyeball) the many voices I have heard on the air, most on 3835 khz. 
I have been involved in the BA rejuvenation for the past eight years or so and 
seldom activate my solid state gear. 


About ten years ago I started hosting a holiday "Ham Gathering" at my home for 
the Atlanta area locals then mostly with interests in RTTY. One of these 
"Gatherings" resulted in discussions about the gear we operated or lusted for 
when we were kids back in the 50s and 60s. Following one of the early 
"Gatherings" I followed one of the participants home and returned home with a 
worn but workable Johnson Viking Ranger and HQ-110. You can check my web page 
(http: //members.aol.com/w4uoc/index.html) to see what has happened since then! 


The "Gathering" has continued now for almost ten years to include two or three 
"Summer Gatherings" at my home following the Atlanta Hamfest. The group of 
fifty or so locals and not so locals remained active in various BA activities. 
The group continues to provide consultative technical support, and a great 
source of equipment and parts 


Our holiday and occasional summer Gatherings always include tailgating, Tesla 
coil, and military mobile equipment demonstrations. Lots of gear moves from 
one trunk to the other during these sessions. 


At the "Holiday Gatherings" we have a brown bag gift exchange. Everyone who 
comes with a, ham related gadget, wrapped in a brown paper bag, with their 
call written on the outside, can select a bag with another hams call. It 
usually proves that one man's trash is someone's treasure. 


Ham radio to me provides me with a challenging diversion from my vocation and 
a vast fraternity of diverse and interesting friends. 


Tom Koch - W4UOC 
Atlanta, GA 


Message-ID: <0Q1BDF1F5.6F4953CO@esieb. gmsiworld.com> 
From: Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: RE: Johnson 500 questions 

Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 13:21:43 -0400 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


What tubes are used in the modulator, Nick? 810's? And the RF final? 4-400's? I 
might just have 
what you need. 


73, de Ed VA3ES/VE2BAQ (that's Boat Anchor Quality) 
Ed Sieb, VA3ES esieb@gmsiworld.com 

P. O. Box 8377, Ottawa Terminal, Ottawa, Ontario, K1G 3H8 
613-738-8924 (H) 613-599-5161 (W) 


AMI #529 Canadian Division Director. 
Member - Radio Club of America, QCWA, AWA 
Net Manager - Canadian Boat Anchor Net (3745 Kcs) 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.19981007134109 .00bd1ccO@postoffice.worldnet.att.net> 
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 13:41:09 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Ed Tanton <n4xy@att.net> 

Subject: Re: HELP -VFO 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Mime-Version: 1.0 


Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hi Red... I'd take some freeze spray and start with your most likely 
suspects. Just remember to be careful since the moisture from freeze spray 
and +250 VDC or so don't mix well. The bad guy ought to show up when 
chilled back down. 


I'd measure all the DC voltages first (cold vs hot) to see if it's a 
resistor or cap... if they're all (the voltages) more-or-less OK, then 
maybe start with the bypass then coupling caps... and it could STILL be a 
tube-even though they check OK. 


73 

Ed Tanton N4XY EMAIL: ndxy@att.net 

189 Pioneer Trail 

Marietta, GA 30068-3466 TEL: (770)579-3933 V/MBX/FAX 
INTERESTS: QRP  BoatAnchors Test Equipment Photography 

CW: 99.9% Mercury Paddle # 0214 QRP to 150W: 95% 
"Think you can, think you can't: either way you're right!" Henry Ford 


Message-Id: <2.2.32.19981007175035.00d4aec4@ntpop.usnews.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 13:50:35 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Avery Comarow <acomarow@usnews.com> 

Subject: Seeking Drake 1-A 


Anybody got one of these li'l honeys in nice shape at a not-too-ridiculous 
price? I passed one up for $150 the summer before last and have been 
calling myself bad names ever since. Looking for a mid- to late production 
run. The speaker would be nice, too--or did this model have one built in? 
Where's my Osterman??. 


Lemme know... 


Best, Avery W40GK 


Message-ID: <0Q03£01bdf£22b$bb84ccc0$182719ce@enduser> 
From: "Spencer Petri" <spetri@e-tex.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Tube Input Impedance Needed 


Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 12:50:19 -0700 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Greetings, 
Being a tube related question, I thought I would go ahead and ask it here. 


Does anyone know the input impedance of a 8930 or 4CX250 with the control 
grid connected to the cathode, cathode driven, with screen grounded? This is 
Super cathode driven configuration. 


Thanks. 
73 de Pete WA5JCI EM 21 


6 Meters WAC - WAS #490 - VUCC #361- DXCC/91 


2 Meters 36 States - VUCC # 346 


Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 13:56:48 -0400 

From: Don <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: QSTs: $175/ Boston Pickup 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: baswaplist <baswaplist@foothill.net> 

Message-ID: <199810071400_MC2-5BF3-CE80@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Disposition: inline 


A guy named Dan Brown has some QSTs for sale in Boston, pick-up only. They 
are 1924 through 1965 in binders and 1967-1974 loose. He wants only $175 
for the lot which I think is a steal. 

Contact him (not me) at 71543.544@compuserve.com 


As usual, caveat emptor--I have never met the guy or seen his QSTs. 


73, Don 


Message-Id: <v0Q3007806b2418767bab6@[132.235.46.179]> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 17:25:28 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


From: Richard Post <post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu> 
Subject: Regulated power supply lives, needs help. 


A week ago, I asked for some advice on a Chatham Electronics E-50 Regulated 
power supply. I got absolute zero in the response department. This thing 
sports eight 6L6G and GA pass tubes as well as a pair of 6AS7 tubes. I 
plugged it in and it works to a degree. The voltage control will not go 
below about 110 volts with no load. I tried a 20 watt 240 volt bulb. It 
supplied the load very easily but the minimum voltage with the load 
attached was about 75 volts. Also, the voltage control pot will change 
voltage very slowly upwards until about the last 10 degrees of adjustment 
and then the change is very rapid. 


Does anybody have one of these? What is its normal lowest voltage? Can it 
go to zero? Adjusting the fixed-position potentiometers on top of the 
chassis does not seem to affect the minimum voltage. Anyone know the specs 
on this thing? Anyone have a schematic? 


73 es tnx de Rich KB8TAD "Tube Active Devices" 


Boatanchor Pix website 
http: //ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu/~post/PIX/BA. html 


Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 18:19:09 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 

Message-Id: <199810072319.SAA14834@citrus.iaxs.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: B+ Supply for BA Portables 


How nice to see a design question, even if you propably aren't going to 
use PP 6L6's to drive the resonant transformer. 


Every regulated DC to DC supply I've ever seen, that handled power, has 
used DC feedback to control the power to an oscillator whose frequency 
was fixed by the saturation time of the transformer. I think the reason 

is that resonance would be very broad (low Q) if power is delivered. Also, 
driving the transformer to saturation gets the most power per pound out 
of it. 


The ripple amplitude is related to frequency and load current by I = 
C x (delta E/delta T) or ripple = I / ( C * pps ) in volts, amps, farads, 
and pulses per second (2 times £ for a bridge rectifier). 


Regards, 
Bill Hawkins 


Message-ID: <361BF88A. 54BF5E49@txdirect.net> 

Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 18:26:02 -0500 

From: "William B. Ross" <billross@txdirect.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Re. So Long Hamfests - not necessarily 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Although I too am saddened at the lack of robust ham gear showing up at 
the fests of late, I feel that banning computers from these social 
gatherings is very short sighted. I love my boatanchors but, like it or 
not, the art of communications is changing and digital is the way 
eveything is going. These junk boards you so easily dismiss are the 
things our newest young and upcoming communicators are cutting their 
teeth on. That Z80 chip is that same treasure we used to find in a Dow 
Key relay and those worthless EEPROMS can be salvaged and reprogramed 
into a capacitance sensitive switch or become the brain for a digital 
decoder. Strange terms? Changing world. As Oh Be Whan Kenobe said, 
‘Keep your mind open, Luke. What you view as bad can be very good from 
an other point of view.' 


The problem, Gentleman, is that we are getting old but the world doesn't 
care. Life will continue to progress whether we like it or not. 


Bill Ross K5LLK 


Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 18:43:37 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 

Message-Id: <199810072343.SAA15033@citrus.iaxs.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Regulated power supply lives, needs help. 


The voltage adjust pot should not be nonlinear. If the supply goes to 
zero volts, there must be a negative bias supply in there. I'd look 
for loss of ground reference at the output voltage pot - mebbe a 
corroded ground lug or a broken pot, open at the CCW position. Or the 
bias supply might be dead. 


Sorry I don't have a manual, but the regulation circuits in a Tek 
scope won't be far away from what they used. 


Regards, 
Bill Hawkins 


Message-Id: <1.5.4.32.19981007235609 .00bbbd0c@sam.neosoft.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 18:56:09 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: David Lee <ddlee@neosoft.com> 

Subject: Info on National 1-10 RX? 


I got lucky Saturday and uncovered a very nice condition National 1-10 regen 
RX with full set of 10 coils and acorn tubes. From old National magazine ad, 
"Designed chiefly for the experimenter, the One-Ten Receiver fulfills the 
need of the experimenter for an adequate receiver to cover the field between 
one and ten meters... Tubes required: 954-R.F., 955-Detector; 6C5 1st Audio; 
6F6- 2nd Audio" 


Anyone had any comments about it's history, performance, idiocyncracies, 
etc? I didn't find much in old BA list archives, nor WWW searches. Was 
pricier than the SW-3 by over twice the cost...$51.00 (1938). Does it have 
much swap value? Haven't fired it up, yet, but was told it's fun to use. 


Message-ID: <361C0494.1B95@ix.netcom.com> 
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 19:17:24 -0500 

From: "David L. Stinson" <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: B+ Supply for BA Portables 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


That's one thing I love about this group. 
I can always count on reasoned, cordial 
replies when I have a technical question, 
no matter how half-baked my idea. 


Two "D" cells take up so blessed much 
room in a BC-611. Bad enough to be 
forced to use them for the A+. 

Maybe ten 9VDC batteries is the 

best way, but that's one 


expensive battery! 


Thanks for the replies and the 

cap filter formula. I'm 

still going to look into 

a switcher. Gotta be 

some way to do it better 

at higher freqs without all the noise. 


73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S 
arc5@ix.netcom.com 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
From: Avery Comarow <acomarow@USNEWS.COM> 
Subject: Re: Seeking Drake 1-A 

Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 20:20:22 -0400 
Message-Id: <Q0202276510818@usnews. com> 


I now have one post informing me that the 1-A has an internal rear-firing 
speaker, and another saying the speaker was separate. Was there a design 
change, perhaps? 


Best, Avery W40GK 


Message-ID: <Q1BDFOCE.9CDCFEEQ@mys22.riconnect.com> 
From: "Christopher A. Bowne" <radiobwn@riconnect.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Rochester NH Hosstraders - Far From Dead! 
Date: Tue, 6 Oct 1998 02:11:14 -0400 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 


Ironic that all this whining about dying hamfests should come up just = 
before the New England Hosstraders hamfest this weekend (Friday and = 
Saturday 9th and 10th October, at the Rochester, NH fairgrounds. I have = 
been going there for many years (including when it was at Deerfield, NH, 
and never have been disappointed (except for the propensity for rain!). 
As usual, the BA/AM/ER/AMI crowd can drop by the KW1I rally point - we = 
will be OTA for the Old Military Radio Net at 0600ish Saturday AM, and 
probably throughout Friday evening as well. My XYL, Diane, will be = 
making up a big pot of her Hosstraders Chili for me to bring up for the 
gang, and since it's the season, I'll also be bringing up some = 
steam-powered Clyde's Cider from Old Mystic to go with it. For once, I 


hope to get there early Friday afternoon.=20 


Dale's site may be in a different location from previous years - I'll 
post it here if I can find out specifics before Friday. At any rate, = 
just look for the highest inverted vee antenna on site and you'll find = 
us. =20 


Chris Bowne, AJ1G 
Stonington, CT 
radiobwn@riconnect.com 
AMI No. 211 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19981007181508 .007a4100@pop.mindspring.com> 
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 18:15:08 -0700 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: greg anders <kg6yv@mindspring.com> 

Subject: Need32S-1 help... 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


I'm trying to repair a cosmetically clean 32S-1 with a major problem. 
In doing so I wonder if anyone has a list of high failure components for this 
rig. This transmitter is not tuning up correctly from "bow to stern". The 
ganged tuning rack appears to be within its range mechanically but on all 
bands 
the tuning is way off. On 3.8mc. it starts to peak at the absolute bottom end 
of the range, at 7.2 it peaks around 5.5 mc. and likewise the finals don't 
tune 
at the correct spots on the front panel. I suspect a fundamental frequency 
mixing problem so i'm going to pull out the counter and check the output of 
the heterodyne oscillator and VFO first. If anyone has encountered a similar 
problem and can suggest a more focused approach I would appreciate the help. 
Also, if there are any components known to be weak in this model I would also 
like some information. BTW, the accompanying 75S-1 works beautifully.... 


Thanks in advance, 


Greg 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 19:57:27 -0700 

Message-ID: <Q0188F61.1914@svlima.sv.sc.philips.com> 
From: Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 


Subject: Re[2]: Seeking Drake 1-A 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
Content-Description: cc:Mail note part 


The manual I have discusses the internal speaker and shows it in the schematic. 
Additionally, there is a jack on the back for 'Ext. Speaker/Headphones'. It 
also has input terminals for the internal speaker. Mine's serial number is in 
the 900's and has the WWV position. 


Brian 


Subject: Re: Seeking Drake 1-A 
Author: acomarow@usnews.com at !SMTP/INTERNET 
Date: 10/7/98 8:20 PM 


I now have one post informing me that the 1-A has an internal rear-firing 
speaker, and another saying the speaker was separate. Was there a design 
change, perhaps? 


Best, Avery W40GK 


Message-ID: <361C129C.768CDE5C@earthlink.net> 
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 18:17:16 -0700 

From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: B+ Supply for BA Portables 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Folks, 


I've thought about this one quite a bit, and I don't think any 
traditional switcher design can be made that is quiet enough. 
Note that at least for T/Os, the power supply sits right beneath 
the open bottomed chassis and in the center of the BC band loop 
antenna! 


The approach I think will work is to drive the transformer 
primary with a sine wave from an audio style class B amp either 
at 60 Hz or at about 30 KHz and filter the secondary with a choke 
input filter of just about the critical inductance. This way 


both voltages (generates E-field) and currents (generates 
B-field) components are as close to sinusoidal as you are gonna 
get. 


I encountered a 67V battery substitute in the UK once, and its 
designer was quite startled when I suggested this approach. He 
had that "How did you know..?" look about him. He was quite 
proud of bieng able to tune the BC band without any birdies. 


Regards, 


Scott Robinson 
spr@earthlink.net 


Junque is GOOD for you! 


Message-ID: <361C2014.FCAE92F4@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
Date: Thu, 08 Oct 1998 12:14:44 +1000 

From: Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Fun with the Panoramic 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi all, 


I picked up a Singer Metrics "Panalyzor" SB12 last week and I was 
prepared for a bit of fun getting it going. This boatanchor is an early 
spectrum analyzer - basically a panadaptor with a wide front end anda 
mixer stage that accepts input from an external VFO. 


The fellow who sold it to me said: "It has a problem with the horizontal 
sweep output stage - can't get it to balance". "AHA" sez me, "there must 
be a leaky coupling cap feeding the grid - easy to fix"..heh heh heh - 
famous last words. 


>From my experience with Singer panadaptors, I was prepared for a 
slightly unusual design. I was not surprised with this one and there was 
the added challenge of the manual being for a slightly different model. 
The timebase was a bit more advanced than the coated neon and light bulb 
in the SA8. This one used a blocking oscillator of relatively 
conventional design. The manual showed a nice juicy 4 mfd paper coupling 
cap from the timebase to one of the the output stage grids - an obvious 
culprit. 


There was only one problem - no capacitor! I searched through the thing 
from top to bottom fruitlessly. The H output stage (12AU7) was certainly 
unbalanced - the previous owner had tried replacing a few resistors but 
there was no improvement in the shifted trace. I couldn't find any out 
of spec resistors or dud tubes and the regulated B+ was at the right 
value. 


Finally I had to pull out the big guns to solve this one - sure it's old 
technology, but nothing beats the wetstate jellyball scanner connected 
to the rusty old necktop computer. 


The first clue was an undocumented but obviously original knob on the 
front panel allowing manual scanning and tuning of the spectrum display. 
This meant that the horizontal channel had to be DC coupled, hence the 
absence of a capacitor. The next clue was an undocumented BNC and pot on 
the back panel marked "bias input" and connected into the coupling 
circuit between the timebase and output stage. Working all this out was 
quite difficult as these devices are built very nicely with tightly 
laced cable looms and neat component panels. 


Sure enough, when I connected this to a -100 volt bias supply the 
horizontal channel worked beautifully. Now why would they do such a 
thing? The SB12 has a separate power unit with no trace of a bias 
supply. In its original state there must have been some source of bias 
available from other equipment. The analyzer has a -87 volt reference 
tube fed from the CRT cathode supply but there was not enough current 
Capacity there to supply the bias for the H amplifier. 


Once I'd found this out, I had to think a bit about how to deal with it. 
I didn't want to keep a separate bias supply running together with the 
analyzer. Finally I decided to build a bias supply into the power unit. 
With great pleasure I pulled out the chassis punches and installed an 
extra 7 pin socket for a @B2, and a BNC connector. The bias is derived 
from a half wave silicon rectifier from one side of the power 
transformer B+ winding into a 1 mfd storage capacitor. A 30 K resistor 
trickles about 7 ma into the OB2 providing a stable and clean -107 volt 
supply. I would have liked to use a vacuum rectifier but I was a bit 
short of chassis space and didn't have a suitably isolated filament 


supply. 


So there it is. If anyone has had experience with these Panalyzors I 
would love to know where the bias would have come from. It's hard to 
think of any reason for being able to control or switch the bias as all 
it would do would be to shift the trace into the nether world out the 
side of the screen. You'd think they would have added a bias source to 
the power supply. 


The other thing this remonds me of was the practice years ago of using 
a tube such as a 6H6 as a bias rectifier or doubler in this way. Even 
though the PIV and heater/cathode insulation ratings were being 
enormously exceeded they seemed to survive as long as the current was 
kept low. 


73 de Morris VK3DOC 


Message-Id: <199810080217 .TAA25959@mail-gw.pacbell.net> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: HELP -VFO 

Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 19:19:19 -0700 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Red; 


I have a Knightkit VFO, the V-44. When it is 
turned on, the RF output voltage is within 
specs, but drops off steadly over a 10 

minute period. If it is left off for several 
hours then turned on the same results are 
observed... All tubes have been tested over 

a time of about 30 minurtes and seem OK, 

The power supply also holds its rated votage 
within specs. I would assume (bad word) a 
cap or resistor is changing value as it heats. 
Any ideas before I rewire it with a "holy 
point" instead of the Knight method ? 


VVVVV VV VV VV WV 


Monitoring vital voltages like B+ and grid leaked bias while the VFO is 
warming might give some clues. Temperature sensitivity of components can 
be tested by shining a reflectored lamp (lotta infrared coming out of a 
light bulb) on the unit and then removing it to see if the trend reverses. 
Cover off, sparingly spray suspected components with canned freeze. Be 
patient and carefully turn over each stone in turn until you find the 
wiggly rascal! 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA  gumbear@pacbell.net 


Message-Id: <199810080225.TAA29098@mail- gw. pacbell.net> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Subject: Re: Regulated power supply lives, needs help. 
Date: Wed, 7 Oct 1998 19:28:15 -0700 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Rich; 
> Anyone know the specs on this thing? Anyone have a schematic? 


Looks like you will have to draw the schematic from the works. Not easy 
but it sure will be instructive. Give it a good go. Guranteed to teach 
you plenty. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


From: nielw@ix.netcom.com 

Message-ID: <361C27C5.BE0@ix.netcom.com> 

Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 21:47:33 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: Info on National 1-10 RX? 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


David, 
I have some info on the 1-10 on my web page at 
http://www. io.com/~nielw/index.htm 


Follow the link to "National Ham Radio Product Listing" and then to the 
1-10. 


The 1-10 works fine on AM and wide-band FM where slope detection will 
work. Will not handle narrowband 2 meter FM stuff but I've used mine on 


the FM broadcast band and it sounds good. 


According to the ads they also made a set of coils so that you could use 
the 1-10 as a regular (not super) regen on the HF bands. 


73, Niel-WA5VLZ Rochester, MN 


David Lee wrote: 


> 
> I got lucky Saturday and uncovered a very nice condition National 1-10 regen 
> RX with full set of 10 coils and acorn tubes. 


Message-Id: <3.0.2.32.19981007224832 .007c74d0@ionet.net> 
Date: Wed, 07 Oct 1998 22:48:32 -0700 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

From: Mike Maloney <ac5p@ionet.net> 

Subject: RF Directional Coupler History Ques? 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Who can recall the earliest practical inline directional 
coupler or wattmeter? Was there anything simular to Bird's 
Thruline or Bruene's invention (Collins 302C-1) prior to 
1947-52? Please reply direct. 


Thanks, 
Mike ac5p 


End of BOATANCHORS Digest 2250 
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